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Swiss Hyperloop Team Wins Top Prize for Innovation at Not-A-Boring 

Competition  

Gebrüder Weiss transports high-tech drilling robot to Texas for students at ETH Zurich / 

Lothar Thoma: "Hyperloop project underscores our commitment to the future of mobility" 

 

Bastrop / Dübendorf / Lauterach, April 13, 2023. At the 2023 "Not-A-Boring Competition" in 

Bastrop, Texas, at the beginning of April, the "Swissloop Tunneling" team from the Swiss Federal 

Institute of Technology (ETH) in Zurich won the top prize for innovative design. Sponsored by 

Gebrüder Weiss, the group of more than 40 students retained their title as the team with the most 

innovative design in this competition hosted by The Boring Company. In advance, the global 

transport and logistics company ensured the on-time and secure transport of the critical drilling 

technology from Switzerland to the USA. 

"Investment in the future of mobility and in ways to improve sustainability is critical for us and the 

industry. We participate in projects such as the Hyperloop, the Mars Mission, the SubOrbital 

Express rocket mission and work to develop alternative drives because it amplifies the values of 

Gebrüder Weiss and puts them into action,” said Lothar Thoma, Managing Director Air & Sea at 

Gebrüder Weiss.  

The final stage of the competition set five of the globe’s most innovative and ambitious engineering 

teams against each other to be judged in four categories: (1) fastest tunnel completion, (2) 

innovative design, build and/or test, (3) most accurate tunnel, and (4) tunnel with tightest curve. In 

addition to 2nd place overall, Swissloop Tunneling won the innovation category. The concept of the 

Hyperloop project is to transport people and goods at high speed over longer distances through 

tunnels under or above the earth's surface to their destination. The drilling robots must be as fast, 

compact, and as automated as possible to make tunneling financially feasible.  

"Our team has been very lucky to have Gebrüder Weiss as our logistics partner for the past two 

competitions. Knowing that they hold similar values and believe in investing in the future of mobility 

adds to our team’s confidence, said Stefan Kaspar, founder and co-president of Swissloop 

Tunneling. “Over the past few years, we've all come to appreciate the critical role played by 

logistics companies in our world. None of this would have been possible without their support."  



 

Capture: Proud of a top position and an award in the Hyperloop competition: The Swissloop Tunneling team 

from ETH Zurich, sponsored by Gebrüder Weiss (Source: Eugenio Valli)  

 

Capture: Groundhog Beta, the Innovation Award-winning tunnel drilling machine from Swissloop Tunneling 

(Source: Eugenio Valli)  

 

Capture: Lothar Thoma, Managing Director Air & Sea at Gebrüder Weiss. (Source: Gebrüder Weiss / 

Gnaudschun) 

 

 

  



About Swissloop Tunneling 

Behind Swissloop Tunneling is a team of students from the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH) 

Zurich researching and developing tunneling solutions for Hyperloop technology. The team unites more than 

40 students from several technical disciplines. Swissloop Tunneling and other teams qualified from among 

the global applicant teams to participate in the competition. They had to complete a 30-meter-long tunnel 

with a diameter of 0.5 meters, including a passable tunnel surface and a precise control system, using a self-

constructed drill.  

 

About Gebrüder Weiss 

Gebrüder Weiss Holding AG, based in Lauterach, Austria, is a globally operative full-service logistics 

provider with about 8,400 employees at 180 company-owned locations. In the last fiscal year (2022), it 

posted annual sales of 3 billion euros. Its portfolio encompasses transport and logistics solutions, digital 

services, and supply chain management. The twin strengths of digital and physical competence enable 

Gebrüder Weiss to respond swiftly and flexibly to customers’ needs. The family-run organization – with a 

history going back more than half a millennium – has implemented a wide variety of environmental, 

economic and social initiatives. Today, it is also considered a pioneer in sustainable business practices. 

https://www.gw-world.com 
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